


 

Page 2 

PresbEnews - 2/3/2010  

Food Bank 
Sunday 

 This next Sunday, February 
7, is a busy Sunday.  Not only is 
it the day of our Annual 
Congregational Meeting and 
Souper Bowl Sunday, it is also 
the day of our regular Food 
Bank Sunday.   

 Fortunately, the way Souper 
Bowl Sunday works, it is a good 
fit with Food Bank Sunday.  
Bring canned goods, but perhaps 
cans of soup in particular, to 
share with those in our 
community who are in need.  If 
what you have available to share 
is non-perishable but not soup, 
bring it anyway.  It will be a 
great contribution to the cause. 

 Bring what you can, and we 
will make a group-donation to 
the Love INC Food Pantry. 

 During the month of 
December 2009, our church 
donated 315 pounds of food.  
Considering that each can of 
food weighs about 1 pound, the 
food we donated served up to 
900 servings of food. 

Thank you! 

 

Meetings Request  
 If you have scheduled a 
meeting and the time has 
changed or the meeting has 
been cancelled, please let June 
know, 586-9194, so the calendar 
can be corrected. Thank you! 

  The Session met twice in January to finalize the 2010 
budget and prepare for the Annual Meeting, which 
will be held on February 7 after the late service. 
  The Session is happy with the resulting balanced 
budget. 
  At the January 14 meeting, the subject was exclusively  the 
budget and how to achieve this balance.  The Session agreed to 
approach the congregation regarding the small gap between expected 
income and expected expenditures; a strategy that worked.  About ten 
days later, the gap was closed.  The other significant action from that 
meeting was to approve a new job description and offer Scott 
Thrasher, the Rockhaven Camp director, a 2010 contract.  Scott is now 
on board for this year and working on the camping program as well as 
ideas for positioning the Rockhaven endeavor for increased funding 
and grant opportunities. 
  At the January 28 meeting, the final budget was approved by 
Session.   The pastors reported on a number of projects, including the 
final evaluation of the Advent and Christmas programs (so we can 
continuously improve).  Pastor Jody is enrolled in an online class 
entitled “Beyond Bullet Points” that provides ideas for utilizing multi‐
media presentation in worship. 
  Session discussed that our building is being increasingly used for 
community purposes.  Of particular note is the usage from the Human 
Resources Development Corporation (HRDC offices are at S. Tracy & 
Babcock), which coordinates and delivers a number of social programs.  
The first usage of our facility was for a class for people who are being 
foreclosed from their homes.  The Session was very pleased with this 
movement to increased community involvement for the facility, as it 
was a primary objective of the building upgrade. 
  An early announcement was made that our church will be hosting 
a children’s choir of 33 members from Wisconsin as they travel 
through our state in June.  Later, congregation members will be 
offered the chance to host two or more of their choir members.  Look 
for those notices! 
  The Session discussed the effort underway to offer scholarships to 
Montana State University students to become involved in our church.  
A task team has been formed to implement this strategy.  Look for 
updates to come. 
  Work is planned for our website.  Step one of this was to “meter” 
our existing website.  This is a means of counting and tracking usage.  
Based on this, we can identify improvements and enhancements. 

~ Elder Nancy Giddings 

January Session Notes 
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Where’s Ernie? 
 

  Ernie  Christie,  one  of  our 
church  family,  is  now  living  at 
Dutch  Hearth,  a  care  facility  in 
Belgrade,  where  he  is  enjoying 
three good meals per day and the 
company  of  some  people  he 
knows.    Thank  you  to  Lorraine 
VanAusdol  for  keeping  us 
informed and making sure Ernie is 
cared for. 
  If you would  like to visit Ernie 
or  send  him  a  card,  he  can  be 
found at: 

Ernest Christi 
Dutch Hearth 

991 Pache Road 
Belgrade  MT  59714 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawls 
 
 The “Prayer Shawl” 
knitters meet the second 

Tuesday of the month at 3:00 in 

the reception area (where the 

comfy chairs are!). If you like to 

knit or crochet, or would like to 

learn, please join us! If you don’t 

think you’d like to make a prayer 

shawl, but like to knit, bring your 

project and join us for some 

fellowship!  If you would like more 

information about the prayer 

shawl ministry call June at        

586-9194. 

Haiti Earthquake Emergency Appeal 
  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, funded by the annual One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering, has sent $100,000 for immediate emergency 
relief to our ecumenical and local partners in Haiti.  Additional funds 
will be needed for short‐ and long‐term recovery efforts.  

  If you wish to give to this fund, make your check payable to First 
Presbyterian Church and put HAITI on the memo line. Please continue 
in prayer for those who have lost family and friends, homes, and 
those seeking a sense of security following this tragic earthquake. 

  The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is responding in Haiti.  More 
than $409,000 has been sent to meet immediate needs of food, 
water, shelter, and medical supplies.  More than 35,000 hygiene and 
baby kits are being delivered.  

 PDA is asking you to stand in the GAP for disaster survivors as 
you Give, Act, and Pray. 

 

  We have received word from Synod that the total we have 
donated to Haiti relief efforts was $2,650!  And that does not include 
the $345.00 given to the youth group for kits and postage.  And after 
only one week, 70 Hygiene Kits and 2 Baby Kits are completed.  The 
additional funds will be used to add to this number.  When the 
project is completed, the youth will give us a full report. 
  We have another opportunity to contribute.  This 
Saturday morning our Youth will have a table at Lee & 
Dad’s in Belgrade, sharing information and giving 
customers an opportunity to participate in the Haiti relief 
effort.  As always, all support is appreciated. 
 

EDITORS NOTE:  Just before going to press, we received 
word that we now have 85 completed Hygiene kits! 

Generous Gifts for Haiti 

Disaster Relief from PC(USA) 

 Are you a senior or do you know a senior who is having 
trouble making ends meet?  The Gallatin Valley Food Bank has 
recently received funding to expand its Senior Grocery Program, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Senior Assistance 

https://www.pcusa.org/pda/response/latinamerica/haiti-earthquake-faq.htm#2�
https://www.pcusa.org/pda/response/latinamerica/haiti-earthquake-faq.htm#1�
https://www.pcusa.org/pda/response/latinamerica/haiti-wepray.htm�
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Prayers Requested 
  Our  sabbatical  supply  pastor 
in  the  fall of  2008,  Linda  Loving, 
was  recently  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer.  She  appreciates 
prayers, and notes can be sent to 
her at  

222 E. Pearson Street 
Apt 1907  

Chicago, IL 60611.  
  She  asks  that  we  not 
use  email  or  phone  during 
this  time  of  treatment. We 
will  keep  you  informed  of  her 
situation. 
 
 

A note from 
Linda... 

Dear Family & Friends, 
  To keep you up to date on 
my health condition, I created 
a CaringBridge website.  You 
can follow my progress and 
show your support. 
  Visit my website in two 
easy ways: 
1. Visit my CaringBridge 

website by going to 
www.caringbridge.org/
visit/lindaloving 

2. Enter my website name, 
lindaloving at 
www.CaringBridge.org.  
When you visit, you’ll be 
asked to log in, because 
I’ve chosen to keep the 
site private. 

 Show your support 
• Visit and keep up to date. 
• Leave a message in my 

guestbook 
• Receive e-mail notifications 

when my journal is 
updated. 

Thank you, 
linda 

 

Ministry Focus: Campus Ministry 
  February 17 is Ash Wednesday, and for the second consecutive year 
FPC  will join with Resurrection Parish, St. James  Episcopal, Bozeman 
United Methodist, and Hope Lutheran churches in an observance of this 
holy day, 12:05 p.m. at Resurrection.  Students,  laypersons and clergy 
from each denomination will join in scripture reading, reflection, 
prayer, music, and the distribution of ashes.  A simple meal of soup and 
bread will be served after the service.  While this is an event planned 
largely by and for MSU students, everyone is invited and genuinely 
welcome. 
  Fri‐Play:  All you can eat for 1‐cent!  What in the world is that?  
Well, “that” is the outcome of an initiative taken by one student who 
describes himself as a Prodigal Son.  Sam, rather than waiting for 

someone to throw him a party, decided to throw one of his own.  He 
felt moved to provide an alternative for those who find themselves lost 
for a way to celebrate the end of another week without joining in the 
party scene. 
  Friday, February 12 will find us gathering at the Christus Collegium 
at 8 p.m. for a meal, to be followed by a choice of viewing a movie or 
playing board games after which an “open microphone session” will 
give any and all a chance to share music, readings, or experiences that 
have influenced them spiritually.  The goal is simple:  Everyone will feel 
loved, accepted and included, no exceptions, period. 
  Clark Sherman, Rector of St. James, Timothy Spring, Campus Pastor 
from Hope Lutheran, and I have met with a group of students to 
provide support and encouragement.  Mostly the three of us have tried 
to stay out of their way so that this can truly be a ministry by and for 
those students who, after all, it is to serve. 
  In order to appeal to students who are not all that keen on religion 
and church, and to have the support of the university it is essential that 
the program promotes nothing that could be interpreted as sectarian or 
proselytizing.  However, the students involved in the preliminary 
planning are unanimous in having an hour prior to the meal devoted to 
scripture reading, reflection, and prayer for all those taking a leadership 
role in this ministry. 
  No promises, but these “kids” may be onto something we “grown‐
ups” have been missing.  Come and see for yourself.  Christus 
Collegium, February 12, 8 p.m.      Hopefully,  Jerry Crabs 

and is looking for seniors to fill the additional slots 
now available.  This program is for low-income 
seniors (60+) only, and does not compete with 
programs for children and their families.  The 
groceries are delivered to your door.  For more 
information, contact the Food Bank at 5786-7600, 
or learn more at www.gallatinvalleyfoodbank.org. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Senior Assistance (cont’d) 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/lindaloving
http://www.caringbridge.org
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Welcome! 
  We would like to welcome a 
new member to our church 
family.   
  Kendall Rose Mosley was born 
January 28, 2010.  
  Congratulations, Jeff & Tracy!
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knots Prayer 
Dear God,  
Please untie the knots that are  in 
my mind, my  heart,  and my  life.  
Remove the “have nots,” the “can
‐nots,”  and  the  “do‐nots”  that  I 
have in my mind. 
 
Erase  the  “will‐nots,”  the  “may‐
nots,”  and  the  “might‐nots”  that 
find a home in my heart. 
 
Release  me  from  the  “could‐
nots,” and  “would‐nots,” and  the 
should‐nots” that obstruct my life. 
 
And most  of  all, Dear God,  I  ask 
that  you  remove  from my mind, 
my heart, and my life all the “am‐
nots”  that  I have allowed  to hold 
me  back,  especially  the  thought 
that I am not good enough.  

 Amen. 
 
Contributed by, 
June Dennin 

Library News 
Did you know . . . 

. . . there are 1175 items listed in the library data 
base and more are being added each week? 

. . . spiritual growth helps can be found in all subject areas: 
Biography, Biblical Studies, Church Functions, etc --even 
Fiction and Reference? 

. . . library Sunday is March 14 -- now is the time to get your 
book sale donations to the library? 

. . . Did you know? -- Now you do!! Visit your library soon. 

Reading the Bible—Week 4 
 Taking the Bible seriously is not always 
the same as taking it literally!  Read these 
stories seriously and let them speak to you.  
 Mark 3: 7-12 Matthew 9: 15-26 
 John 6: 1-15 Matthew 15: 32-39 
 Luke 13: 10-17 Luke 7: 11-17 
 Next week we will start on a second principle of Bible 
reading — Read The Bible in Context. 

Annual Report On-Line! 
 For the first time ever, the Annual Report is 
available at www.fpcbozeman.org!!  If you have 
not picked up a paper copy and would like to take 
some time to go through the Annual Report, check 
it out on-line! 

Study Groups 
 The Adult Forum Bible Study Group meets every 
Wednesday afternoon at 4pm in room 204.  
 The Women’s Book Discussion Group meets Thursday 
morning at 6:50 am in room 204.  

All are welcome. 


