
 

 

Good News 

First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, MT December 2009 

 

From your Co-pastors — Dan and Jody 
 

Crazy-busy. It’s the latest phrase used to describe the craziness of being busy all the time—working hard, 

playing hard, running here and there, over-committing, stressing out, and not having enough time for what 

really matters in life. Do any of these describe you? 

If there is a silver lining in this depressed economy, it is the opportunity to re-assess our priorities and re-discover what really 

matters in life. For too many years, too many of us have swallowed the culture’s message that more is better. More things, more 

activities, more money, more choices—this was supposed to make us happy. Instead, we are crazy-busy, and we acknowledge 

that as if it deserves admiration. “How are you?” we ask one another casually, and “Busy” is the answer we pride-fully give. 

The month of December can be the worst time of all for feeding this frenzy of crazy-busyness. Acquisitiveness and spending, 

filling up all our time with activities, and attempting to live up to expectations which aren’t necessarily good for anyone are em-

phasized all around us. But here’s where Advent is helpful. The Christian church calls this time before Christmas “Advent,” not 

“the holiday season,” and it is a time of spiritual renewal. The posture of Advent is hopefulness, patience, and trust. Which of the 

following gifts of Advent you would like to receive this season? 

 My “to-do” list is less important than savoring the moment 

 Spending less, and worrying less about how to pay the bills 

 More music, less noise 

 More laughter, less tension in the family or at work 

 More rest, less stress 

 More time to enjoy children, sunshine, fresh snow, the mountains—fewer hours devoted to the pursuit of perfection 

 A deeper sense of God’s nearness, no matter what my situation 

 

Choose just one! And commit to seeking it through prayer, sharing with others, and self-discipline. Being “crazy-busy” is a 

choice and a habit, and it’s not good for us. Be counter-cultural, and choose Advent hopefulness, patience, and trust instead. 

Three Christmas Eve worship opportunities 

Christmas Eve is one of the most sacred and special times 

in the life of our church. We are again offering three wor-

ship opportunities the evening of December 24th for you 

to attend. 

            5:00 p.m.         A service oriented toward families 

and children will be led by one of our pastors along with 

some of the youth of our church providing worship and 

musical leadership. 

 

            8:00 p.m.         A traditional carol service with 

music provided by our worship choir, First Bells handbell 

choir and other musicians along with a Christmas Eve 

message from one of our pastors. 

            11:00 p.m.       A candlelight communion service 

will include special music and a Christmas Eve message 

from one of our pastors. 
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Warm Hearts, Kind Thoughts and Prayers  
for those at home and in need. Write them a note, give them a call, let them know you are thinking of them. 

Bernice Meyer, 242 Donegal Dr. , Bozeman, 59715 (dealing with the death of her husband Harold)  

Harold Boxmeyer, 1104 N. Cedarview Dr., Bozeman, 59715 (in the hospital for a broken ankle with compli-

cations)  

John Wilson, 5937 Monforton School Rd., P O Box 1747, Bozemanm 59771 ( he is dealing with cancer)  

Note from Finance: 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7  

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not re-

luctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

 

Thank you for giving your time, talents, and financial contributions.  Without your gener-

ous support we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God. 

Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of October. 

 

October Income $26,740.51 Year to Date Income $323,402.59 

October Expenses $28,869.78 Year to Date Expenses $354,435.85 

October Balance $(-2,129.27) Year to Date Balance ($-31,033.26) 

Annual service of lessons and carols at Rockhaven 
The annual tradition of a service of lessons and carols will be held at Rockhaven Chapel on Satur-

day, December 19, at 5:00 p.m. This service with the fire crackling in the fireplace and wood stove 

along with sparkling candlelight has become a very special way to celebrate the wonderful gift of 

Christmas. The Rockhaven Committee provides a light supper in the winterized dining hall follow-

ing the service. Rockhaven is located on the east side of US Hwy 191 just south of mile marker 67, 

halfway between Bozeman and Big Sky.  

If the weather is bad, instead of canceling, the program will be relocated to the church fellowship 

hall. 

Rejoice! An Advent study of favorite Christmas carols 
The hymns of Christmas are some of the most evocative parts of the season for many of us. They refocus our spirits and remind 

us of the holiness and mystery of God’s incarnation. But how much have you ever paid attention to their meaning and message? 

For the three Sundays in December prior to Christmas, Dec. 6, 13 & 20, the adult Sunday School class, led by Dan Krebill, will 

look at the history behind some of our favorite carols and encounter the rich wording anew. Focusing on the ways in which 
words and music can speak to the core of our experiences, we will spend time in reflection, conversation, and simple enjoyment 

of these beloved hymns. The three hymns that will be examined in the study are “Silent Night, Holy Night,” “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem,” and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”All are welcome at 9:30 am in the Library.   

Thank You Kitchen 

Helpers 
 

I would like to thank Dick and 

Nancy Rote, Rachel Minteer 

and my husband Jim for work-

ing so diligently one morning to 

clean the church kitchen.  You 

will appreciate the sparkling 

stove, organized closets, clean 

refrigerators and shiny coffee 

pots.  Thank you for taking the 

time to help with that big pro-

ject. 

Marcia Jarett 
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December 13 is Confirmation Sunday 
 

Who is your Lord and Savior? Throughout this fall, 11 youth 

have been focusing on this question and how to live out its an-

swer, led by teachers Jody McDevitt, Debby Haynes , and Ben 

Pehl. The six marks of discipleship have helped the group 

deepen their understanding and commitment, and an overnight 

retreat at Rockhaven (in 30” of snow!) gave each participant the 

opportunity to reflect on where s/he is on her/his faith journey. 

The youth who are ready to make a commitment to Christ and to 

his church will make their profession of faith on December 13 in 

the 10:30 am service. 

LOVE INC. Personal Care Pantry 
 

Please watch for the donation tree and help the youth stock the 

Personal Care Pantry for Love Inc. 

Let's help make the Holiday Season brighter for our community. 

Call Kathy Braun for any questions. 539-3491 

8TH ANNUAL 

COMMUNITY  

MESSIAH SING 
 

Sunday December 20 @ 

3:00pm in the Sanctuary 

If you want to sing in the lead choir, rehearsal will be 

Saturday December 19th at 9:00am. Let Kathy Braun 

know if you need a score. 

 

  …that their light may always shine 

World Wide Candle Lighting; in memory of all children 

gone too soon.  

Sunday December 13 6:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Sponsored by the Bozeman Chapter of The Compassion-

ate Friends. Call Kathy Braun for questions 539-3491. 

Warm Hats, Scarves, and Mittens are needed! 
The deacons have distributed warm coats to the children at Monforton and Gallatin Gateway schools.  

Now we are collecting hats, mittens and scarves for them.  If you knit or crochet, and would like to 

contribute to this important mission, please call Joyce Armour, 624-6292, or email, mum-

sie27@bresnan.net .   

Food Bank Sunday is the first Sunday of each month. Please bring your donations to the church to help those in need this 

holiday season. Thank you to all who have contributed throughout this past year. 

In September we donated a total of 141 pounds of food to the food bank.  

Church Register 

 
Births: Delilah Berg  October 22 

 

Deaths: Peggy McLeod, October 28.  Harold Meyer October 15; 

Ora McNeal September 24, and Bill Montgomery September 26th.  

mailto:mumsie27@bresnan.net
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It has been my pleasure to be the 

editor of the Good News for the past 

year. Thank you to all who submit-

ted articles and made my job easier! 

Lu Spears, Editor 

This is the last issue of  the Good News in this format 

 

As announced last month, the monthly Good News newsletter is changing to an electronic for-

mat that will be distributed primarily by email beginning in 2010. It will be possible to receive 

it by postal mail, but only if this request is explicitly made. Here are the options available: 

If you are already receiving the weekly PresbEnews via email, you need do nothing further. 

You will continue to receive it. If you would like to begin receiving this informative weekly 

piece, please send an email request to presbenews@fpcbozeman.org. 

If you would prefer to receive the monthly PresbEnews via email, please send an email re-

quest to secretary@fpcbozeman.org requesting this. Those receiving the weekly PresbEnews 

will automatically receive this monthly edition. 

If you would like to receive the printed version of the monthly PresbEnews via postal mail, 

please request this by phoning the church office at 406-586-9194 or by mail at P.O. Box 1150, 

Bozeman , MT 59771 . 

Unless you respond in one of these three ways, it is likely that you will not receive the news 

from First Presbyterian Church in the coming months. Those who have already responded in 

one of the above ways after last month’s announcement do not need to respond again. If you 

have any questions about this please contact the church office at 406-586-9194 or by email at 

secretary@fpcbozeman.org. 

mailto:presbenews@fpcbozeman.org
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