
 

 

Good News 

First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, MT November 2009 

 

From your Co-pastors — 

Dan and Jody 
 

November 22, 2009 – Discipleship Commitment 

Sunday—is coming soon. 

 

If a stranger on the street were to ask you what makes a 

person a disciple of Jesus Christ, would you have an an-

swer? And if they wanted to know how to live like a dis-

ciple of Jesus Christ, could you tell them how? 

 

 Here are some answers. To begin to be a disciple, only 

one thing is needed – to acknowledge Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Savior. To live as a disciple, you can start with 

six practices, six “habits of the soul that open us to the 

wonder and mystery of God’s active presence in our 

lives.” (Michael Foss, Power Surge, p. 106) 1) Daily 

prayer. 2) Weekly worship. 3) Regular Bible reading. 4) 

Service within and outside of the church. 5) Relation-

ships to encourage spiritual growth. 6) Giving of time, 

talents and resources. These marks of discipleship help 

us live as followers of Jesus Christ. 

  

If you have been in worship this fall, you have heard us 

preaching about the how's and whys of these six marks 

of discipleship. Foss writes, “When the marks of disci-

pleship are adopted and practiced by an individual, 

growth happens. When adopted and practiced by a group 

of individuals, greater growth happens, because of the 

mutual encouragement, reinforcement, and support that 

come from common commitment.” We believe that it is 

time to call for personal commitments to this way of life, 

and that doing this as a community of faith will help 

make our personal commitments stick. So on November 

22, at both 8:30 and 10:30 services, there will be an op-

portunity to say “yes” to a discipleship way of living. 

Consider yourselves invited. 

 Some among us made such a commitment many years 

ago, so this is not new. It’s a sure bet that there is still 

plenty of room to grow, however, and that the experi-

ence of years can benefit the rest of the community if it 

is shared. Others among us have never been asked to 

make a commitment like this. This is an opportunity to 

begin the transforming journey of a Christ-centered life 

with the support of a community. Wherever you are on 

this journey, commitment or re-commitment will help 

you deepen your faith, and it will help our church com-

munity grow toward its mission of learning love, shar-

ing faith, serving people, and celebrating God. 

 

 Please prayerfully consider your commitment, and join 

us on November 22. 

   

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Adult Sunday School will “Ask the 

Rabbi” 
On Sundays, November 15 and 22, the adult Sunday 

School class will have a unique opportunity to learn 

more about the roots of our Christian faith and the con-

temporary practice of the Jewish faith from Rabbi Ed 

Stafman of Congregation Beth Shalom. Rabbi Stafman 

is new to Bozeman , having moved here from Florida . 

Before studying for the rabbinate, he practiced law for 

many years. He is articulate and interesting to talk to, 

and he understands Presbyterians well because he is 

married to one. Would you like to learn more about 

being Jewish in Bozeman ? Do you have questions 

about keeping kosher, High Holy Days, Sabbath 

(Shabbat), and the different branches of Judaism? Do 

you wonder what Jews today believe about the Mes-

siah? Come to Sunday School from 9:30 – 10:15 am on 

these two days, and “Ask the Rabbi!” 
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Warm Hearts, Kind Thoughts and Prayers  
for those at home and in need. Write them a note, give them a call, let 

them know you are thinking of them. 

Harry McNeal, 27655 Frontage Road, Bozeman, MT 59718 (Harry 

recently lost his wife Ora and this is a trying and lonely time for 

him.) 

Ramona Anderson, 606 North 5th, Apt. #424, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Note from Finance: 
 

2 Corinthians9:7  

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.   

Thank you for giving your time, talents, and financial contributions.  Without your generous 

support we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God. 

Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of September. 

 

September Income $27,472.37 Year to Date Income $297,677.08 

September Expenses $22,040.35 Year to Date Expenses $325,351.59 

September Balance $  5,432.02 Year to Date Balance ($-27,674.51) 

Interfaith Thanksgiving service on November 25 
The downtown churches are once again hosting a community interfaith thanksgiving service at Holy Rosary 

Church , 220 W. Main St. , at 12:10 p.m. on Wednesday, November 25. Church leaders from various 

Christian and Jewish traditions will be leading this service which provides an opportunity to gather together 

with other people of faith around the theme of God’s abundance and God’s provision for which we offer 

our thanksgiving. Please plan to include this worship opportunity in your Thanksgiving holiday plans. 

Deacon’s Warm 

Clothing Project 

 

In early October the Deacons 

once again shopped at JC 

Penney to provide winter 

coats, snow pants, hats, 

gloves, mittens, shoes and 

boots to 76 needy children in 

the Gallatin Valley.  We 

worked with Thrive to help 

children in the Bozeman 

school district and directly 

with Gallatin Gateway School 
and Monforton School.  We 

learned we are the only 

church in the valley providing 

assistance to Gallatin Gate-

way and Monforton schools. 

Our help met a great need and 

was appreciated by all we 

worked to assist.  The Dea-

cons thank you, First Pesbyte-

rian Church, for your contin-
ued support to our Benevo-

lence Fund. 

Crisis Meals 
The deacons have recently assumed the responsibility or organizing and providing crisis 

meals for families in our congregation who need our help. 

Co-chairs Judy and John Patterson should be contacted if you know of an individual or fam-

ily who may be ill, coping with the loss of a loved one or perhaps just getting their bearings 

after a new birth. Please contact them also if you are willing to provide a meal on occasion. 

Special thanks are due to Lee Wagner who has devoted many years to this special ministry. 
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Thanksgiving Baskets 

It's that time of year again when our Deacons organize the preparation and 
delivery of Thanksgiving baskets to needy families in Bozeman. This year 
we anticipate a high number of requests due to the economy, so we are 

again asking for help from the congregation. 

We need donated 10 to 14 lb. turkeys, or cash donations (please write 
Thanksgiving turkeys on your check) and we need help packing and deliv-
ering the baskets on Tuesday, November 24th at 3 p.m. at the Senior Cen-

ter. 

Please consider helping with this special ministry to our community. There will be a sign up sheet 

in the back of the church or you can call Dick Rote at 219-3154 or Marcia Jarrett at 388-6314. 

PW: Campus Circle Studies Joshua 
The Campus Circle is now changing their meeting time to allow more people to attend. We are studying Joshua this year and 

will meet five times in the fall and five times in the spring. We will meet at Christus Collegium from 6:30p until 8:30p on the 

following dates: October 26 (corrected date) November 2, 9, 16, & 30 , January 18 & 25, February 1, 8, & 22,  

The lessons in the fall will be lead by Susan Gibb and Debby Haynes, based on a Presbyterian Women publication on Joshua. 

Those who have previewed this series think it is one of the best ever done for Presbyterian Women Circle study. We will have a 

few munchies and good fellowship, we’ll show care for each other as a community of PW women, and we’ll learn more about 

the Bible in these 10 meetings. We invite anyone to join us, even if you can’t make it to every meeting and even it you have not 

time to read the lesson beforehand!  

~~ Debby Haynes 581-0925 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE WISH LIST 
Advent is just around the corner! Mark your 

calendars now for November 28 at 9:30a to 

green the church for the advent season. 

Goodies will be available for all those who 

help. We hope to be done before noon, so 

mark your calendar now, or ask Susan Gibb 

or Stephanie Breen what you can do to help. 

Greeter Coordinator: Do you have a small amount of time to 

line up greeters for th 10:30 service? This takes less than 30 

minutes a month and involves asking people to greet our mem-

bers and friends and to take the offering and then clean up the 

sanctuary after the service. We have a great team of captains to 

give instructions and guidance for our greeters. Call Charlie at 

580-7823 if this is a ministry you would like to take on. 

Communion service coordinator: This ministry involves lining 

up 12 elders and deacons to serve communion at the second 

service on the first Sunday of the month. Can be mostly done 

by e-mail, a few calls occasionally. Call Charlie at 580-7823 if 

you are interested. 

Communion elements coordinator: This ministry involves pre-

paring the communion elements for both services (making 

juice, cutting bread, filling the juice cups, getting the bread). 

Again, once a month. This could be several people taking a 

month at a time. Call Charlie at 580-7823 or email at Charlie 

@lloydmandeville.com. 

Feed Your Soul  
 “Feed Your Soul” the continuing adult study on “Spirituality 101” is being held on Wednesday evenings, October  28, Novem-

ber 4, 11, and 18 starting at 6:15 and concluding at 7 p.m. Supper is at 5:30 p.m., and the supper will include a “kid-friendly” 

option, and children’s activities will be provided during the adult study time. We are part way through this is a 6-week offering; 

you can come whenever you are able. 
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Deadline for submission of articles 

and announcements to be included in 

the Good News is the 20th of each 

month.  By email send submissions 

to spearslu@yahoo.com., or hard 

copy can be mailed care of June 

Dennin in the church office. 

Lu Spears, Editor 

Beginning in January 2010, the monthly print edition of 

our newsletter, Good News, will be transformed into an elec-

tronic format that will be distributed primarily via email, 

with a limited number distributed by postal mail to those 

without means to receive it electronically. For the last couple 
of months our new weekly PresbEnews has been distributed 

via email each Wednesday and has been very well received. 

The session decided to combine the two publications so that 

once a month an expanded edition of the PresbEnews would 

include those monthly items that will no longer be carried by 

the Good News. This new Good News edition of PresbEnews 

will go to everyone on the weekly distribution list as well as 

to those friends of the church (often in faraway places) who 

want to keep up with our church. This edition will also be 

printed out and mailed by first class (rather than bulk mail) 

to those who do not have regular email access. After re-

searching the costs, the church will save money on postage 
and printing if the postal distribution is to less than 90 recipi-

ents. 

In order to continue to receive news from the church you 

must sign up in one of the three ways listed here. 

If you are not receiving the weekly electronic PresbEnews 

and would like to begin receiving it, please send an email to 

presbenews@fpcbozeman.org requesting that you be added 

to the weekly email distribution. (Note: all current Pres-

bEnews recipients will continue to receive it. No further ac-

tion is required.) 

If you would prefer to receive just the once-per-month elec-

tronic Good News edition of PresbEnews via email, please 

send an email to secretary@fpcbozeman.org requesting that 

you be added to the monthly email distribution. (Note: all 

weekly PresbEnews recipients will automatically receive 

this monthly edition.) 

If you do not have regular access to email please call 

the church office at 406-586-9194 requesting that you 

receive the monthly print edition via first class mail. 

Please note that you must opt-in in order to receive these 

communications beginning in January. This is the second 

to last edition of Good News as we know it. After next 

month, you will no longer receive it unless you respond in 

one of the three ways above. If you have any questions about 

this upcoming change, please call the church office at 406-

586-9194. 
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