S
Good News T

First Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, MT

September 2009

From your Co-pastors —
Dan and Jody

Learning love. . .Sharing faith. . .
Serving people. . .Celebrating God. .

Do you recognize these four phrases? They are the 4
themes which the Journey of Renewal named and
which the session “claimed” to guide our congregation
in the next few years. If they are new to you now, we
hope that after a few more months they will be very fa-
miliar. You will be hearing them often!

Thinking about these themes and the needs of the con-
gregation, we have decided to “switch things up” in our
preaching this fall. For the month of September, our
focus will be Discipleship. October’s focus will be Com-
munity, and November’s will be Mission . We believe
that Discipleship, Community, and Mission get at the
heart of the four themes, and by intentionally devoting
our preaching to these dimensions of Christian life, we
will all grow toward the goals God desires for us. (The
“switch up” is that we usually follow the Revised Com-
mon Lectionary of scripture readings, for many good
reasons, but will depart from that and choose scripture
which fits the monthly focus.)

But Sunday sermons are only one part of the ministry
of the church. As fall arrives and new activities start or
resume, we all have opportunities to “switch things up.”
Of the four themes, which need greater emphasis in
your life—learning love, sharing faith, serving people, or
celebrating God? How will you grow in your spiritual life,
the journey to which Christ is calling you? Where does
your faith community fit in this journey?

You will find in this newsletter a brochure inviting you to
this fall’s spiritual growth opportunities. The Journey of
Renewal identified “spiritual growth” as an emphasis
desired by many in the congregation. We hope you will
look over this brochure and see which offerings fit your
interests and needs, and make a commitment to partici-
pate.

Learning love, sharing faith, serving people, celebrat-
ing God—do you have it memorized yet?

Rockhaven’s Impact

Rockhaven Camp’s 6™ summer program concluded in
August with a highly successful, first-ever “Night Owls”
camp. The campers stayed up late, playing night
games and enjoying the campfire, and slept in late in
the mornings! It was reported that the camp staff sur-
vived and took home great memories. Thank you to
director Scott Thrasher, cook Mabby Bill, and counsel-
ors Kwabena Boateng, Bill DeRuiter, Katrina Kinnan
and Whitney Larimer.

What impact does Rockhaven have on campers? Two
unsolicited letters from parents provides an answer.

To the congregation of First Presbyterian Church,

Today, I dropped off my daughter at Rockhaven Camp, a
camp she has attended for the past 5 years. I would like to tell
you what Rockhaven has meant to my daughter and our fam-

ily.

First, I would like to thank you for providing such a place for
our children. After attending the Father’s Day pig roast last
year, I truly understand why such a place exists. What I took
away from that day was the feeling that your congregation
was one that truly lived their faith and understands the mean-
ing of Christianity. Even though my family and I do not at-
tend your church, I felt so welcomed by all the members of
your congregation. I didn’t feel like an outsider. It was such a
refreshing experience and I will take the warmth and love I
felt with me for the remainder of my life. Now I would like to
share with you what Rockhaven means to my daughter.

Your church has provided a place for her to go even when
our financial situation prohibited us from providing such an
experience. As she started in Rockhaven’s day camps 5 years
ago, | found that she would come home excited about life,
singing and sharing all that she had learned. She was being
given a foundation from which she could grow not only as a
person but as a part of the bigger world around her. She was
sad when the summer brought camp to a close but always had
something to look forward to the next year.

(Continued on page 3)
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Congregational Life

Merry Munchers good times ahead! Sign up now!

Merry Munchers, a social dining group of First Presbyterian Church, is organizing for din-
ners on September 18, October 16, and November 20, 2009. Look for inserts in church
bulletins to sign up, or email Deb Griffin at debg52@yahoo.com with the information re-
quested on the inserts. The deadline for sign-up is September 7th.

Merry Munchers is open to all adult friends and members of FPC. You need not be able to
host a dinner to be part of this great opportunity to get to know your church family. The
hosts will provide the entrée; guests will be asked to bring a salad, vegetable, or dessert.

Great conversation and good times are always a part of these dinners. After the September
7t deadline, we will make a schedule for the coming months and send it to you. We look
forward to having a large number of FPC friends and family participate in this fellowship
with church friends.

Note from Finance: \'
2 Corinthians 9:7 '

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Handbellsd An opportunity to
honor or remember a special

Thank you for giving your time, talents, and financial contributions. Without your generous person! The bell choir would like
support we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God. to add another octave, a total of
11 small bells. You can purchase
Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of June. one bell in honor or memory of a
special person. Each bell costs
July Income $30,123.50 Year to Date Income $233,455.12 $186.00. If writing a check to the
July Expenses $39,545.07 Year to Date Expenses $269,570.45 church, please indicate that the
funds are going to the Handbell
July Balance ($-9,421.57) | Year to Date Balance ($-36,115.33) Fund. Thank you!

Church “Kirk”
Register

Remember Our Homebound

Ora McNeal 27655 Frontage Rd., Bozeman, MT 59718

Kay Spain 1615 S. Black #80, Bozeman, MT 59715 Deaths:

Bill Montgomery 6108 W. Shadow Dr., Bozeman, MT 59715 Jessie Zeier, July 23

Food Bank Sunday’s are the first Sunday of each month.

Bring your contributions to the church to help in this vital ministry to the community. In June, 147 pounds of non-perishable
items were donated to the Gallatin Valley Food Bank. Thank you for your generosity!
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Rockhaven Impact
(Continued from page 1)

She then grew to the age when she could attend the overnight camps which she approached with fear and trepidation. I will never
forget the first time I dropped her off for the overnight camp, she cried and didn’t want to stay but I knew that she would be fine
as soon as I left. Upon my arrival on Friday to pick her up, I found her crying again only this time it was because she didn’t want
it to end. I began to see a change in her on that day.

The change came as a positive in her life. Not only had Rockhaven given her a moral foundation from which she could grow, it
provided so much more. It gave her self-esteem. It gave her confidence and the ability to trust and believe in team work. She has
made friends from afar that will be friends for a long time because of the experiences they share.

On the first day of each camp, Scott provides the children with a string and they learn string games. That string symbolizes what
Rockhaven is. While most of you will look at it as a simple piece of string, it is so much more. It can be twisted and turned into
anything—a star, a cat, grandpa’s overalls, and Jacob’s ladder. The list is endless but the meaning still applies. Our children, the
future of your church, the future of our community, the future of our world—they can be anything. Jacob’s ladder, the first string
game they learn, really is what Rockhaven provides.

In a society that is void of morals and values, the children of Rockhaven are provided a place to plant their feet that is nourished
with values and morals. The symbol of Jacob’s ladder is the heights that these children can reach. If you have 50 kids that attend
camp and you only reach 5 of them, you still have given the world 5 children who can make a difference. Those five children can
reach beyond the darkness in this world and provide light to so many around them. If you only reach 5 children each year, you
and your church have made a difference in this world. What a legacy you leave.

Please realize that Rockhaven is not a place for parents to dump their kids, it is not just a place for structured fun, it is however a
place where we can begin to develop the future of the world—one child at a time.

Thank you for giving us such a place and giving us hope for the future.

Janet Argrew

Hi Scott,

I am Verena, Erick and Annika Lawrence's mom. I am writing to thank you so much for the wonderful weeks that our children
had at Rockhaven camp! They enjoyed it so much and Annika was very happy that she finally got to go where her older siblings
have been going for the last years. Thank you so much for all your and your staff's work and for all the care for the children.

Also, thank you very much for having the camp last until 5 pm this year. Since both my husband and I work, it was fabulous to
know our children in a safe and wonderful environment until that time of the day.

Thus, thanks again and we look forward to next year!

Christa Merzdorf
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Deadline for submission of articles
and announcements to be included in
the Good News is the 20th of each
month. By email send submissions
to spearslu@yahoo.com., or hard
copy can be mailed care of June
Dennin in the church office.

Lu Spears, Editor

Announcements

WEBS: Women’s Ecumenical Bible Study,

a community wide women’s Bible study is sponsored by St. James Episcopal, Hope Lutheran, Bozeman United Methodist, and
First Presbyterian Churches. The mission of WEBS is to provide a spiritual and scholarly environment for women to learn scrip-
ture, explore faith questions, and build connection by sharing our stories as we explore God’s story. WEBS will be hosted this
fall by St. James Episcopal Church and is open to all interested women in the Gallatin Valley. The first meeting will be Monday,
September 14, 10:00-11:45, beginning th a 10 week study of Galatians and Thessalonians using N.T. Wright’s Paul for Every-
one ($11.95). St. James is located at 5 West Olive. Parking is free in the lot across from the church next to the park. Child care
and refreshments will be provided. For more information or to sign up, call Pastor Valerie Webster, 586-9093, ext 6.

Prayer Shawls Our beautiful Prayer Shawls have been given away almost faster than we can knit them! Since the Prayer Shawl
Ministry began last September, seven have been given away. We need more shawl makers as the need never lessens. If you knit
or crochet, or would like to learn, we have instructions and yarn to get you started, all you need are willing hands. If you would
like to make a shawl, (or two, or more!) please join the knitters Tuesday, September 8 at 3:00. We meet in the sitting area by the
east entrance to the sanctuary. Come, join us, and bring a friend!

Yarn donations are always welcome and may be brought to the church.
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