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Co-Pastors’ Corner…Did you know that people who ARE curious learn more than 
people who are not? And that people learn more WHEN they are curious than when they are not? 
These may seem like statements of the obvious, but educational researchers have proven these 
to be true. Furthermore, while children are naturally curious, too often our educational system,  
including our Christian educational system, tends to reward compliance more than curiosity. How 
might we do a better job of cultivating curious Christians?  
 This was the topic of one of the workshops I (Jody) attended at the annual Association of 
Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) conference recently. The presenter, a professor of   
Christian Education from Union Presbyterian Seminary in VA, described educational strategies 
with more unscripted time, pretend play, self-directed learning, and experimentation. Situations 
which provide novelty and complexity generate curiosity. Wow, I thought. This is what we are   
doing at Rockhaven.  Similarly, our Spark Sunday School curriculum has freed teachers to be 
less focused on conveying specific content and more able to create a curiosity-cultivating learning 
environment. A conversation with the professor after the workshop reinforced my conclusions.  
We are moving in the right direction! 
 In another session, I was on the other side of the microphone. With 35 eager learners, I 
shared “Community Interfaith Education,” a how-to workshop based on the interfaith forums we’ve 
held in Bozeman for 8+ years. Already I’ve heard from the PCUSA’s Committee on Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations, asking for this story to be told more widely. What we are doing can be 
copied and adapted to fit the contexts of communities across the country, and  we can build 
peace right where we live. 
 Another workshop focused on the upcoming year’s Horizons Bible Study, which our  
Presbyterian Women (PW) circles will undertake. A study of the book of Hebrews, it will focus on 
community. The writer of the study told us about a research project in which people were taken 
on a mountain hike. Their backpacks were loaded. Some came with friends, some came by them-
selves. When asked to estimate the steepness of the mountain before them, the estimates of 
those who were accompanied by friends were consistently lower than the estimates of those who 
were alone. The researchers’ conclusion? Community makes life’s challenges easier.  
 Isn’t that the truth? Isn’t that why we gather as church, to be the community gathered 
around Christ? As Christ’s community, we have the gifts of learning together, learning about the 
world together, and learning to lighten one another’s loads. Thanks be to God! 
 

Enhancing Our Conversation With God   
“And my God will supply all your wants out of the magnificence of His riches in 
Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory for endless ages! Amen”  Philippians 4:19 

http://www.fpcbozeman.org
mailto:presbenews@fpcbozeman.org
mailto:presbenews@fpcbozeman.org
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OMBUD:  The person who will listen to your sugges ons, concerns, complaints and compliments. 
This quarter our OMBUD from the session is John Pa erson, he will be happy to answer your  
ques ons and listen to what you have to say. You can contact him by phone (587-9722) or email 
jspa erson972@gmail.com.  He will follow-up with Session.   

2 Corinthians 9:7  
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
Thank you for giving your  me, talents, and financial contribu ons.   

Without your generous support we could not do all the great things we do to Glorify God.   
Below is a table showing our financial status as of the end of December, 2016 

 

 
 
 

December Income  $47,615 Year to Date Income $505,094 

December Expenses $42,015 Year to Date Expenses $510,144 

December Balance $5,600 Year to Date Balance $-5,050 

PresbEnews - Good News Edition -  February 2017 

Session Notes  
 Highlights of the meeting include: 
1. Jody and Dan reported that they and several members of the church (Sally Broughton,  
 Suzanne Bratsky, Maureen Poremba, and Betty Knutson) joined 40 others from Bozeman in a 
 Montana Association of Churches (MAC) lobbying event in Helena with the legislature.  MAC is 
 an association of seven denominations and is focused this legislative session on improving 
 housing for paroled prisoners, improving support for teens with a particular emphasis on 
 suicide prevention, welcoming documented immigrants, and  abolishing the death penalty.  Over 
 200 people representing churches around the state filled the capitol and were well received by 
 legislators. 
2.   The Leadership Committee unveiled the church’s new website. Check it out at 
 www.fpcbozeman.org.  The new website is focused on welcoming newcomers to the church 
 and sharing the ministry and mission of the church with those who are not now part of our 
 community.  It is also mobile-friendly, meaning that it works well on your smartphone as well. 
3.   The 24 S. Willson Task Force reported that it is now ready to report to Session on its findings. 
 A summary of the listening sessions and survey can be found on page 3. Session asked the 
 task force to present its report at the February 23rd Session meeting. 
4. Finance Committee reported that expenses exceeded revenues in 2016 by $5,000.  Expenses 

 came in on budget, but revenues fell short of expectations. The cumulative effect of this plus a 
 larger shortfall in 2015 meant a $21,000 cumulative deficit in the general fund.  Finance commit
 tee proposed to use a portion of an unanticipated additional gift from the estate of Pat Donehoo 
 to erase the two-year deficit, thereby ensuring all reserves are fully funded, and session           
 approved. 

 
Submitted by, 
Elder Tom McMakin 

mailto:erson972@gmail.com
http://www.fpcbozeman.org
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Church's new Website is Now Online 
A er months of planning and prepara on, the church's new website went live last week at www.fpcbozeman.org. 
As we developed this new website, the focus was on those who are looking for a church. With stunning photog-
raphy by Thomas Lee, the first page features a variety of people from our church to give visitors a glimpse of who 
makes up our church family. It is our hope, that when people do a Google search for churches in Bozeman that 
our site will stand out and en ce them to come and take a closer look. Many thanks to the team who made this 
happen: Tom McMakin, Martha Krebill, John Frazier, and Dan Krebill. 

ANNUAL MEEETING OF THE CONGREGATION, SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5TH 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place this coming Sunday, February 5th   following a  
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 service.  All members are encouraged to attend so please put 
the date on your calendar!  Join us for a delicious luncheon     prepared by Sally Broughton and her team with 
a special dish for children ($6 donation/plate is suggested).  You will be home in time for the Super Bowl on 
TV or to attend the Symphony!  The Annual Reports are available at the back of the sanctuary  and in the   
narthexes so please pick one up and be sure to bring it with you to the meeting on Sunday.  The reports are 
also available at the office or on line at www.fpcbozeman.org during the week.   

Presby Cats Cookie 
Dough Fund Raiser  
 
This Sunday is the 
last day to of the 
sale for Elliotts of 
Montana frozen 
cookie dough and 
other yummy  
products. Like last 
year, in addition to purchasing 
for yourself, consider  
buying a tub or 2 of cookie 
dough that can be baked for 
our Deacons ministry of hospi-
tality. Either bake the cookies 
yourself, or if you’d prefer, the 
Presby Cats will bake them and 
get them to the Deacons. 
Watch for Presby Cats with or-
der forms in hand on this Sun-
day morning. Your support of 
this fund raiser to help with our 
spring break mission trip to Chi-
cago is much appreciated. If 
you’d like to call in (or email in) 
an order, you can contact Amy 
Desjardins at 541-815-1608 or 
amydesjardins@yahoo.com.  

The Souper Bowl of Caring 
The Super Bowl has become some-
thing of a na onal  holiday—and the 
Souper Bowl of Caring has become a 
tradi on for youth groups across the 
country. This Sunday, look for the Souper Bowl pots at the 

doors of the church. Make your con-
tribu on of $1 or more, and 100% 
will be given to the Community Café.  
 
Bozeman’s Community Café is  
Montana’s only “pay what you can” 
café, offering a well-balanced meal to 

anyone who is hungry 6 nights a week. The Café is run by 
HRDC and is closely related to the Food Bank. Our Food Bank 
has successfully served the community since 1982, and the 
Café opened in 2012. For four years First Presbyterian Church 
provided a volunteer crew to serve guests. As others in the 
community stepped up to serve meals, we stepped back, but 
our support for the Café has not diminished. In 2016 the 
“Higher Ground” coffee hut opened, built with funds donated 
by FPC in memory of Pat Donehoo, a steadfast Café volunteer. 
 
Support the Café by remembering to contribute to the Bowl of 
Caring! 

http://www.fpcbozeman.org
http://www.fpcbozeman.org
mailto:amydesjardins@yahoo.com
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24 S. Willson Update 
Background:  Last year, the Session, in response to an unsolicited offer to buy the 24 South Willson prop-
erty, asked a small group of experienced church members to explore an option to re-develop the property 
we own on the northeast corner of Willson and Babcock to help ensure the long-term availability of park-
ing while minimizing our mortgage on the property and the burden of maintaining the 24 S. Willson office 
complex which sits on part of the property.  The group made a proposal to Session which was tabled based 
on input from the Congregation.  Church members wanted to think more broadly about options we might 
have and to feel rock solid about the value of the property.  As a next step, the Session asked a parking lot 
task force to set up a series of listening sessions early last fall to better understand the will of the Congre-
gation, to survey the congregation and to dig deeper into the various scenarios available to the church.  
 
Listening Sessions:  Church members spent time learning about and commenting on the 24 S. Willson 
property in three structured discussions.  Some conclusions based on those discussions: 
 
• Don’t sell for cash:  Most par ticipants believe that we ought not to sell the proper ty for  cash 

though there was a minority view that the cash gain that could be realized from a sale could be used to 
fund worthy projects, e.g. Rockhaven re-development. 

 
• Be a good steward:  Most participants felt the property was a gift from God and that we have a re-
sponsibility to steward that gift.  Several church members felt that the property was a “treasure for future 
generations” and should not be developed in any way but rather held like money in the bank. 

 
• Make sure we have parking:  Most church members felt that parking was critical to the church’s long 
term health.  A minority felt that we should do more to understand leased parking and downtown parking 
garage shuttle options. 

 
• Get more information:  Most participants did not feel clear about the numbers associated with vari-
ous options.  How much will it cost to keep the office building and maintain it?  How many parking spots 
would be guaranteed if we re-develop the property?  How much would it cost to raze the building at some 
time in the future?  Members of the parking lot task force offered general answers to these questions but 
were quick to agree that precise numbers depend on various inter-dependent choices.  For example, we 
could command more rent from the office building if we invested money into fixing it up or, we might 
have fewer or greater parking spots depending on which development plan we approved. 

 
• We have no business managing an office building:  Some church members feel strongly that we 
should re-develop the property in a way that provides for parking and divests the church of the office 
building, arguing that the unknowns and hassle associated with maintaining and improving the office 
building are too much for a largely-volunteer church that is exhausted from fundraising. 
        (continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 
• Finish the deal we started:  Some church members feel strongly that we should work with the developer 
that came to the church and proposed a plan that would free the church of debt and provide improved parking 
in exchange for title to the office building.  This group felt we negotiated with this developer in good faith and 
should be true to that process.  Others agreed with this group but felt the “deal” that had been negotiated should 
be re-negotiated in light of escalating property values.  Another sub-set believed that an improved deal should 
not give away easement rates on the parking lot we would retain. 

 
See what options are available:  Most church members were in support of seeing what developers might 

propose to the church, understanding that the current offer should be evaluated in that wider pro-
cess.  This group argued that the market would definitively establish the value of the property and pro-
vide the church with choices.  This group believes that seeing what developers might offer by way of a 
mix of parking and re-development does not preclude the church from deciding not to pursue proposals, 
“staying the course,” and continuing to maintain the property. 

 
In summary, a clear majority of those that participated in the listening sessions felt we should not sell the prop-
erty for cash.  A less commanding majority felt we should re-develop the property to provide quality parking 
options for the church while paying off the mortgage, reducing the hassle of managing an office building -- un-
derstanding that such re-development would be negotiated to make sure we are receiving fair value for the 
property.  A minority feels we should hold onto the property and continue to operate the 24 S. Willson office 
preserving options for the future. 
 
Survey:  112 Church members responded to the survey.  Some conclusions based on an analysis of the  
 responses: 
 
• There is a near consensus we ought not to sell the property for cash. 
• The congregation was split between the “Stick with the Plan” and the “Go to Market” options.  Preference 

between the two options was softly held, meaning while most church members feel strongly that we ought 
not to sell the property, if they preferred the “Stick with the Plan” option over the “Go to Market Plan” (or 
vice versa), but not strongly. 

• Ninety percent of the church wants parking and this is a strongly held view. 
The church is split nearly 50-50 on the need to be debt free.  Some members feel that indebting the church 

exposes it to risk and is an inappropriate legacy to leave the next generation of members.  Others be-
lieve that debt can be an appropriate tool to grow and manage the Church’s assets. 

 

Next Steps:  The 24 S. Willson Task Force will present its findings to Session on February 23, 2017. 
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www.rockhavencamp.org                                       406-586-9194 Ext. 267 

Summer Camp 2017 
Summer camp registration is open on the Rockhaven website and campers are 
pouring in like never before!   The summer brochure hasn’t even been completed 
but online registration has been “live” for a few weeks now and as of this writing 
we have already made up a 1/3 of our summer maximum enrollment capacity.  
This tells me we have loyal camp families who are excited about returning in 2017!   
If you haven’t registered yet and are a FPC church family, I invite you to the web-
site to register early and online.   Registering online allows you to take advantage 
of online only discounts and the early bird discount which will expire on April 1st.   
Who knows though… at the rate of enrollment this year we may be on waitlists by 
April 1st!  God has truly blessed Rockhaven and this camping ministry. 
 
New for 2017 
Some new and exciting programs are in place for this coming summer.  We’re con-

tinuing the super successful Day Camp PLUS week which is sort of a bridge camp between day camp and 
overnight camp.  Campers spend most of the week in day camp but then stay overnight on Thursday night 
for a taste of overnight camping.  We always have day campers who are a little apprehensive about over-
night so this is a great way to ease into it slowly.  My goal is always to get kids to eventually attend overnight 
camp.  Day camp is fun but overnight camping is magic. 
We’re adding a Senior High Camp this summer for those campers who are getting too old for the programs 
we’ve been offering for a few years now.  We have a small group of campers who have been attending 
Rockhaven for many years now and hope to keep them involved all the way to college.   
The most exciting change this year for me is our up and coming CIT’s (Counselor’s in Training).  This summer we 
will be hiring three former CIT’s as Jr. Counselors to be part of the camp staff.  These Jr. Counselors will serve as 
program support throughout the summer and hopefully will remain involved with Rockhaven until they can be 
hired as Senior Staff.    
  
Summer Camp Theme: The Water of Life  
We come in contact with water every day, and yet we often take it for granted.  We all need water to live.  
Water is the source of all life and this summer we will discover that water is also the source of our Christian spir-
itual life.  Campers will dive into Bible stories that shower them with a new awareness of how water and life are 
gifts from God.    
Scott Thrasher, Director                                                                                                                                                                                 
406-600-1891 or scott@rockhavencamp.org  

Rockhaven Operational Board 
George Haynes - Chuck Beck - Dan Holland - Lloyd Mandeville -  
Rachel Turner - Suzanne Bratsky - John Patterson - Dylan LeBlanc 

Scott Thrasher: Director and Jody McDevitt: Co-Pastor 

http://www.rockhavencamp.org
mailto:scott@rockhavencamp.org
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Work hard, Play hard, 
Transform Lives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER CAMP COUNSELORS NEEDED 

 
Do you want to make a posi ve and profound difference in the lives of children while working 

in an environment where you can explore your own poten al?  Transform lives as a camp 
counselor while working and playing outdoors amongst bubbling rivers and towering canyons; 

sharing your faith with others. 
 

Rockhaven Camp is seeking 2017 summer staff members with a strong commitment to Jesus 
Christ, boundless enthusiasm, a sense of humor, flexibility, high moral standards, a love for 

kids, a desire to grow personally and spiritually and most of all a love of play. 
 

Rockhaven Camp is located just 22 miles south of Bozeman, MT in the spectacular Galla n 
Canyon.  The summer camp program runs from June 13 to August 5. 

 
Apply now because working at camp will change your life! 

 
Visit us online at www.rockhavencamp.org to apply directly online. 

 
Contact: Sco  Thrasher, Director 

Phone: 406-586-9194 Ext. 267 
Email: sco @rockhavencamp.org 

http://www.rockhavencamp.org
mailto:@rockhavencamp.org
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Giving to First Presbyterian Church  
In addition to traditional methods, First Presbyterian Church offers the option of making financial 
contributions to the church electronically via the web or by texting. Contributions via the web can 
be made from the online giving link on the church’s website, www.fpcbozeman.org or by scan-
ning this QR code with your Smartphone. To give by text, simply text the amount of your gift and 
any designation to 406-278-6267. Thank you! 
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Birthdays this Month  
2/1 Ruth Welch 
 Laurie Kolwyck 
2/2 Antoine David 
2/5 Linda Hinman 
 Ginny Lewis 
2/8 Tricia Thompson 
 Algerim Haynes 
2/10 Joe Kolwyck 
2/11 Cleo Jones 
2/13 Richard Reiley 
2/14 Anna Kolwyck 
2/16 Randy Kleinhans 
2/17 Linda Svensrud 
2/18 Barney Hallin 
2/20 Mary Thompson 
2/22 Emma Galinac 
 Terry Nightingale 
2/23 Fran Babcock 
 Martha Aloise 
2/25 Chuck Poremba 
 Chuck Swenson 
2/26 George McClure 
2/27 Rob Minteer 
 Ev Lensink 
2/28 Rita Fish 

Food Bank Sunday, February 5 
The Gallatin Valley Food Bank is al-
ways in need of non-perishable and 
non-expired items.  Bring good items 
to either church service on Sunday 
and leave in the basket in the narthex 
or bring to the front of the sanctuary.   

During the week they can be brought to the church office.   
For more information go to www.gallatinvalleyfoodbank.com 

February Presbytery event focuses on  
“Ministry Teams” 
On February 10-11, 2017, First Presbyterian Church in Billings will host a 
presbytery gathering featuring nationally known church leader, the Rev. Dr. 
E. Stanley Ott. Author of Twelve Dynamic Shifts for Transforming Y our 
Church, and president of the Vital Churches Institute (VCI).  Understanding 
spiritual gifts will be the starting place for workshops and discussions aimed 
at  using our gifts to become more vital as disciples and congregations. Stan 
will teach those gathered how to form ministry teams to transform congrega-
tions.  All Presbyterian church members are welcome. This event will include 
the annual meeting of the Presbytery of Yellowstone. Suzanne Bratsky, Dan 
Holland, and John Patterson are already planning to attend. Talk with co-
pastors Dan Krebill and Jody McDevitt, or clerk of session  
Donna Beck if you are interested in attending.  

Presby Cats invite you to fund raising 
luncheon and talent show on February 12 
Our Presby Cats collegiate ministry is once 
again hosting a luncheon in the fellowship 
hall right after the 10:30 service on Sunday, 
February 12. No reservations required. 
Come and enjoy a delicious lunch with an 
entertaining talent show following. Donations 
will be gratefully accepted in support of the Presby Cats 
spring break mission trip to Chicago coming up in March.  

http://www.fpcbozeman.org
http://www.gallatinvalleyfoodbank.com
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Church Facebook page a source of up-to-date info!   
 Even if you’re not a Facebook member yourself, you can s ll access the church’s Facebook page at    
www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman to get in on regular breaking news. If you’d like to interact with the 
content and others on the page, click the “Like” bu on at the top of the page if you’re a Facebook 
member.  Facebook–just one more way for us to interact with today’s world! 

PresbEnews - Good News Edition -  February 2017 

Love INC Shoe Drive for the Needy Continues 
The shoe drive for people in our community who cannot afford adequate shoes is 
continuing. Please search your hearts and your closets for new or gently used 
shoes that you would be willing to donate to someone in need in our communi-
ty.  We are particularly looking for children's shoes, but will be happy to distribute 
shoes for adults, as well. We will be collecting shoes in the Love INC wicker basket 
in the north narthex or in the sanctuary. Thank you, Bill and Katie Anderson. 

FIRST FRIDAY  - February 3 
Join us at 5:30 for a spaghetti dinner  - movie – popcorn – and ice cream for  
dessert as we discuss the implications in our lives from a Christian viewpoint of 
the movie for the month, SULLY.   “Tom Hanks stars in this portrait of airline 
pilot Chesley "Sully"  Sullenberger, which depicts his successful emergency 
landing of an Airbus A320 on the Hudson River in January 2009. In the after-
math of this unprecedented and heroic feat, the traumatized pilot must endure 
second-guessing by investigators, the weight of sudden fame, and his own 
doubts about his actions that fateful day.  
 
If you will be bringing children, please call the church office to arrange for a   

sitter and allow us to provide appropriate movies for the younger set. 

Collec ng Adult Sunday School Books 
Have you ever wondered what to do with your Adult Sunday School study 
guides once we have completed the class??  The Mission and Outreach 
Commi ee is going to try something new.  We are going to collect any that 
you are willing to part with.  With 5 or 6 of the same study, we will offer 
them to one of the small churches in the Yellowstone Presbytery or to 
Ryan Mandeville’s churches in Alaska or take to the Fort Peck Reserva on 
when we go in the spring.  There will be a box in the church library clearly marked.  Or put 
them in my box near the church office.  Clean off your shelves by the end of February and in 
early March, we will get this project underway.   
Call Marcia Jarre  at 388-6314 with any ques ons. 

http://www.facebook.com/fpcbozeman
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Mountains of Courage Conference 
Faith communities are cordially invited to the Mountains of Courage 2017 Conference at 
the Baxter Hotel, February 25th. Rabbi Ed Stafman and Chaplain Valerie Webster are 
among GVIA clergy leaders who will be presenting.  Not only can clergy, social workers, 
and health care workers get CEU's, but those caring for loved ones individually or as a 
ministry would also benefit from this offering.  
  
When someone dies.... dialogues with the living about death and dying 
Join us for heartfelt, authentic dialogues about the end-of-life journey.  
Explore practical issues, myths, emotions and traditions, and learn how to shift the  
current paradigm.  Discover practical resources, tools and information available to help 
you make informed decisions. Experience new empowerment, courage, a sense of calm 
and confidence, and the ultimate realization that you need not be alone on this journey. 

 
Keynote speaker is Dr. Sameet Kumar is a clinical psychologist at the 
Memorial Cancer Institute in Broward County, Florida. He has specialized 
in working with adults who have cancer as well as their caregivers and 
families for nearly 20 years with a focus on end-of-life and bereavement 
care. His professional interests also include mindfulness meditation, spir-
itual coping, resilience and well-being. He is also the author of the best-
selling Grieving Mindfully: A Compassionate and Spiritual Approach to 
Coping with Loss, and The Mindful Path Through Worry and Rumination, 
which is available in several languages. His most recent book 
is Mindfulness for Prolonged Grief.  

 
For online registration and full details on presenters and topics                                    
visit www.gallatinvalleycircleofcompassion.org.  
 

Salam Neighbor Showing 
Gallatin Valley Interfaith Association presents a showings of the award-winning film “Salam Neighbor” on Wednesday, 
February 8 at 7:00 – 8:30 pm at the Large Community Room in the Bozeman  
Public Library 
FILM SYNOPSIS: The story of 85,000 Syrian refugees living inside Jordan's Za'atari camp, just seven miles from the 
Syrian border. As the first filmmakers allowed by the United Nations to register and set-up a tent inside a refugee 
camp, two Americans plunge into the heart of the world's most pressing humanitarian crisis. 
Watch the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SxPSZVD9ohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=W6SxPSZVD9o  

Interfaith Forum on Today, February 1st    
The central figure of the Christian faith: who is he to others? Will be the discussion at 
this month's Interfaith on Wednesday, February 1 at noon at Temple Beth Shalom.  In a 
world growing smaller, in a nation growing more and more multi-religious, in a commu-
nity becoming more diverse, the Interfaith Forum is an opportunity to understand our 
neighbors and build peace. The panel includes Rabbi Ed Stafman, Dr. Ruhul Amin, The 
Rev. Jody McDevitt, The Rev. Leo Proxell and other invited guests. 
 

http://www.gallatinvalleycircleofcompassion.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SxPSZVD9ohttps://www.youtube.com/watch
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Holland-days…                                                     (by Dan Holland) 

  I have a tendency to frame a lot of my life experiences around goats. I 
am sure it is an indication I spend far too much time with those lovable creatures, 
and that has certainly been the case during the past week. Kidding season started 
last Friday. 
 I suspect you don’t recall the specifics of the weather on Friday. I do. The 
official low in Belgrade on Friday morning was nine below. It was at the precise 
moment when the thermometer reached its lowest point that one of our does 
decided to give birth. 
 Toni Stark is a first time mom this year. Her name (Iron Man’s real life name) 
comes courtesy of one of the children in our church who visited our place a couple 
of years ago. When church children trek out here to play with the baby goats, I 
always ask for name suggestions. The better names stick, and Toni’s is a product 
of that tradition. 
 Typically first timers go long; they don’t kid early. Toni was an exception to 
this, and she caught me unprepared. I was unprepared in the sense I had not yet 
moved her into the kidding pen. As a result she gave birth out in the open — when 
it was nine below. At that temperature time is of the essence, and I was a little late 
arriving on the scene. Toni had given birth to a boy and a girl. The girl was first. 
She had a white body with a black head and four black slippers. The boy was next. 
He was coal black with a small white star on his head. The boy was screaming, but 
the girl had already started shivering and was quiet. Their long, floppy ears were 
frozen. In a fit of panic I rushed them into the garage and started the process of 
warming up their cores. I dipped their ears in warm water to help minimize the 
frostbite. 
 I next brought Toni in so I could start getting milk into them, but the kids 
were unable to stand on their own and nurse. So I hand milked Toni and bottle fed 
the precious colostrum that is so vital in the first hours after birth. After a while 
the boy started to get with the program. The girl, though, was struggling. She was 
going to need a lot of TLC. 

Over the course of the next couple days the girl became our project, 
Christine’s especially. She wrapped the doeling in swaddling blankets, patiently fed 
her, and even slept next to her. Alas it wasn’t enough, as on Sunday night that girl 
lost the will to survive. 

It wasn’t the first time this has happened to us. When you deal with enough 
animals for long enough, there are bound to be mishaps. It is the nature of the 
beast. Still it got me to thinking about the spark of life, the intangible ember 
burning at the core of creation’s furnace. God lit that fire, then stood back and 
gave us dominion over it.    

Sometimes I think I have let God down. I am not nearly vigilant enough as a 
steward of creation. I compromise at every turn; my footprint is excessive. But as I 
beat myself up, I go out to the barn to watch that jet-black boy bounce around with 
a joie de vivre and I am reassured. I thank Toni for her gift. I thank God. And soon 
enough that boy will have some company. 
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